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MCCI Foreword

Mauritius upholds a liberal economic and trade policy based on the vision of an island economy that must
be globally competitive and well integrated in the world trading system. With 93 percent of its tariff lines
liberalized, Mauritius currently ranks as the eighth freest economy in the World in terms of the openness
of its trading system. The country is a member of the WTO, and various Regional Economic
Communities, namely SADC and COMESA and the Indian Ocean Commission...Duties and taxes are
comparatively low, and the country does not have trade barriers. Factors promoting trade include a robust
banking system, good infrastructure, a stable social environment and a body of laws which are
transparent and supportive of trade. With its strategic location in the Indian Ocean, at the cross-roads of
Asia, India and Africa, Mauritius can become an important player serving the trade corridors of the fastest
growing markets in the World. Businesses, whether large, medium or small, can tap into such
opportunities. They must be given all the necessary support and tools that will enable them to integrate
regional value chains.

For more than 165 years, the MCCI has been guiding and supporting entrepreneurs and traders by
providing them with tools, information, training, and  contacts so that they can  optimize their business
opportunities and to adopt  international trading practices. It is an honor for us to collaborate with the
prestigious International Trade Center for this adapted edition of the ITC Guide on Model contracts for
SMEs.

We hope that this Guide will provide our enterprises, especially small and medium firms who do not
always have easy access to the legal advice they need, the necessary information to assist them in better
preparing and formalizing their commercial transactions at the contractual level. The experts who have
written this Guide have taken into cons



